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ENGLISHCLUBONLINE.RU
WRITING COURSE
Topic: Language Learning
Writing Function: Explaining your position and reasoning

Thank you for choosing my English Club Online writing pack to
improve your written skills!
As a teacher of English as a foreign language, and a
language graduate myself, I truly appreciate how difficult it is
to perfect the art of writing in a different language.
My writing packs consist of a number of “Writing Promises”:
Committing to these and remembering them in your future
writing endeavours will help you improve your skills, whatever
the situation or required tone:
• There is no writing without reading, so each pack starts
with a set text, which forms the basis of the follow-up
exercises.
• These exercises focus on a range of areas, and include
breakdowns of grammar, stylistics and tones to keep in
mind as you practice
• I recommend attempting to complete the tasks over a
number of days/sessions. Language learning is a
marathon, not a sprint: practice little and often to make
your active improvement a daily, sustainable habit.
Complete the exercises*, check your answers and take the
ultimate challenge: write the assignment and get it marked in
detail, by a qualified, experienced native speaker! We
highlight your mistakes, explain the problem and necessary
correction (click here for an example of personalised
feedback that you can receive).

Good luck and enjoy using your improved written skills!
Rebecca Matveyeva
English Club Online

*Please note that you’ll need a pen and paper to complete some of the

exercises and that a laptop or tablet (rather than telephone) will help you get the
most out of the pack.
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Promise
1

“

In order to improve my written
English, I will always:

4

Read, read, read at any
opportunity!

This will help me to:
Increase my vocabulary
See common, repeated phrases in
English
Feel the language that I want to get
better at writing in!

Why not check out my blog for further reading
practice?
https://englishclubonline.ru/en/blog/

”



Read the article below about the advantages of learning a
foreign language.
Complete exercise 1 before using a dictionary to help with
translation.
Think about what your knowledge of English means to you.
This will help you with the final writing task.

I can’t remember a time when I wasn’t conscious of and
interested in other languages and cultures. We were first
offered French lessons in the last year of primary school (when
we were 10/11 years old) and I remember daydreaming
about how great it would be to speak in an unbroken stream of
the language.
What have my language skills done for me, as an adult? On a
personal level, my childhood aspirations are still carried with
me. I do get a great deal out of helping people by speaking to
them in their own language. Moreover, I have broadened my
horizons – and friendships – in a way I never realised possible
when I was at school.
Professionally, language has brought a great deal of
opportunities. After spending time in Russia teaching English, I
returned to the UK and quickly found that my language
knowledge offered employers the opportunity to widen existing
markets and to form prosperous business relations in developing
ones. I was welcomed on various business trips progressed
quickly. It’s my view that a lot of it was due to the confidence
and analytical skills my language knowledge had given me, as
well as the linguistic ability itself.
After a great deal of consideration, I later decided to start my
own business helping others use language to enrich their lives.
On the whole, I would say that having studied foreign
languages has brought me personal and professional fulfilment
on a scale I could never have comprehended at school!

Promise
2

In order to improve my written
English, I will always…

6

“ Check for synonym words
and phrases in texts, in
order to increase my
vocabulary.

This will help me to:
Avoid repetition when writing
Express my views more confidently

”





Exercise 1. Match the words and phrases 1-11 on the left
(underlined in the article) with their meanings a)-k) on
the right. Use the context of the article to help you
decide.
Click here to check your answers (back of the booklet).

1. conscious of

a) enhance

2. unbroken stream

b) aware of

3. aspirations

c) understood in detail

4. get a great deal
out of

d) increased my
perspective

5. broadened my
horizons

e) accomplishment,
inner satisfaction

6. prosperous

f) because of

7. due to

g) successful, thriving

8. consideration

h) continuous flow

9. enrich

i) ambitions

10. fulfilment

j) thought

11. comprehended

k) receive personal
reward from

Promise
3

“

In order to improve my written
English, I will always:

8

Look for ways to improve
and edit texts that I didn’t
write myself.

This will help me to:
Get used to identifying areas for
improvement
 Correct mistakes in my own work

”






Exercise 2. Look for and correct repetition!
Match the phrase great deal and verb brought with an
alternative from the list a)-e).
Click here to check your answers (back of the booklet).

a) large amount
b) myriad

c) given
d) lot
e) led to

1. I do get a great deal out of helping people by
speaking to them in their own language.
2. Professionally, language has brought…
3. …a great deal of opportunities.

4. After a great deal of consideration, I later
decided to start my own business.
5. Having studied foreign languages has brought me
personal and professional fulfilment

Promise
4

“

In order to improve my written
English, I will always:

10

Take note of common
phrases, collocations and
prepositions.

This will help me to:
Feel the language and write with
accuracy

”





Exercise 3. Match the words and phrases 1-6 from the
article with their correct endings a)-f) on the right. Try not
to look at the article – use your memory and English
knowledge.
Click here to check your answers (back of the booklet).

1. It has broadened

a) out of helping people

2. I get a great deal

b) my horizons

3. Language has
brought

c) due to the confidence
and analytical skills...

4. The opportunity to
widen existing

d) never have
comprehended at school!

5. It’s my view that a
lot of it was

e) a great deal of
opportunities

6. On a scale I could

f) markets





Exercise 4. Insert the correct preposition into the gaps in
questions 1-11. Try not to look at the article – use your
memory and English knowledge.
Click here to check your answers (back of the booklet).

1. conscious …… other languages and cultures
2. Interested ……. other languages and cultures
3. We were first offered French lessons …… the last
year of primary school
4. daydreaming …….. how great it would be

5. to speak ……. an unbroken stream of the
language
6. ….. a personal level
7. speaking to them ……. their own language
8. ….. a way I never realised possible
9. When I was …… school
10. I was welcomed ……. various business trips

11. ….. a scale I could never have comprehended





Exercise 5. Complete the gaps in the sentences below
with an appropriate phrase that you have met in the
article. You can look at the article to help you.
Click here to check your answers (back of the booklet).

1. Jenna does volunteer work with the local hospital
and you can see she really …………………………..
it.
2. I’d really recommend a degree programme that
allows you to study abroad. As well as being
helpful academically, it can really …………………
3. They weren’t in a great mood on Friday, but I think
a lot of it was ……………………….. the fact that
they were tired.
4. A new supermarket would be very convenient, but
if the council approve it, they need to be
……………………… the impact it will have on local
businesses.
5. I can work from home very effectively and
probably get more done than in the office, but
……………………….., it’s hard for me as I enjoy
socialising with colleagues.

Promise
5

In order to improve my written
English, I will always:

14

“ Try to learn fixed phrases,

linking words and transitions
that help me keep my text
flowing.

This will help me to:
Get over “writer’s block” in English
Increase my written English accuracy
Present ideas and arguments effectively
and concisely

”





Exercise 6. Insert the linking/transition phrases into the 15
appropriate column of the table below.
Click here to check your answers (back of the booklet).

Giving personal
opinion

Additions

It’s my view that…
In my opinion,

Finishing
phrases

Furthermore,
Moreover
Personally
To summarise,

In conclusion,
Besides that,
On the whole,

In addition to

Finally,
I would say that…

WRITING TASK OPTION:
EXPLAINING YOUR
POSITION AND REASONING


Write a maximum of 150 words in answer to the
following question:

To what degree has your English
knowledge benefited you?


Use the tips, exercises and phrases from this
writing pack to help you with the task. Practice
makes perfect!
Would you like detailed feedback on your
answer from a native speaker? Simply:
1. Write your answer in word format (150
words maximum)
2. Submit your answer (you’ll need to copy
and paste your text in the contact box) and
pay for the feedback here
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ASSIGNMENT FEEDBACK
EXAMPLE
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Back to contents
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Back to contents

20

ANSWERS TO EXERCISES



Exercise 1. Match the words and phrases 1-10 on the left
(underlined in the article) with their meanings a)-j) on the
right. Use the context of the article to help you decide.

1. conscious of

a) aware of

2. unbroken stream

b) continuous flow

3. aspirations

c) ambitions

4. get a great deal
out of

d) receive personal
reward from

5. broadened my
horizons

e) increased my
perspective

6. prosperous

f) successful, thriving

7. due to

g) because of

8. consideration

h) thought

9. enrich

i) enhance

10. fulfilment

j) accomplishment,
inner satisfaction

11. comprehended

k) understood in detail

Back to exercise





Exercise 2. Look for and correct repetition!
Match the phrase great deal and verb brought with an
alternative from the list a)-e).

a) large amount 4)
b) myriad 3)

c) given 5)
d) lot 1)
e) led to 2)

1. I do get a great deal out of helping people by
speaking to them in their own language.
2. Professionally, language has brought…
3. …a great deal of opportunities.

4. After a great deal of consideration, I later
decided to start my own business.
5. Having studied foreign languages has brought me
personal and professional fulfilment

Back to exercise



Exercise 3. Match the words and phrases 1-6 from the
article with their correct endings a)-f) on the right. Try not
to look at the article – use your memory and English
knowledge.

1. It has broadened

a) my horizons

2. I get a great deal

b) out of helping people

3. Language has
brought

c) a great deal of
opportunities

4. The opportunity to
widen existing

d) markets

5. It’s my view that a
lot of it was

6. On a scale I could

e) due to the confidence
and analytical skills...
f) never have
comprehended at school!

Back to exercise



Exercise 4. Insert the correct preposition into the gaps in
questions 1-11. Try not to look at the article – use your
memory and English knowledge.

1. conscious of other languages and cultures
2. Interested in other languages and cultures
3. We were first offered French lessons in the last year
of primary school
4. daydreaming about how great it would be

5. to speak in an unbroken stream of the language
6. on a personal level

7. speaking to them in their own language
8. In a way I never realised possible

9. When I was at school
10. I was welcomed on various business trips
11. on a scale I could never have comprehended

Back to exercise



Exercise 5. Complete the gaps in the sentences below
with an appropriate phrase that you have met in the
article. You can look at the article to help you.

1. Jenna does volunteer work with the local hospital
and you can see she really gets a lot out of it.
2. I’d really recommend a degree programme that
allows you to study abroad. As well as being
helpful academically, it can really broaden your
horizons.
3. They weren’t in a great mood on Friday, but I think
a lot of it was due to the fact that they were tired.
4. A new supermarket would be very convenient, but
if the council approve it, they need to be
conscious of the impact it will have on local
businesses.
5. I can work from home very effectively and
probably get more done than in the office, but on
a personal level, it’s hard for me as I enjoy
socialising with colleagues.

Back to exercise



Exercise 6. Insert the linking/transition phrases into the
appropriate column of the table below. .

Giving personal
opinion

Additions

Finishing
phrases

In my opinion,

Furthermore,

To summarise,

Personally

Besides that,

In conclusion,

It’s my view
that…

In addition to

Finally,

I would say
that…

Moreover

On the whole,
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Back to exercise

